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I had one, the views of a man who had been in
India a few weeks could have no value for one who
had spent his life there. "None the less", said our
obstinate host, "I mean to have your opinion. I want
to see how the question strikes a mind that comes
perfectly fresh to it." He was greatly in earnest, and
I felt it discourteous to refuse. So I said: "If you will
give me some more information I will try to form an
opinion, but I still believe that it can have no value.
Let me think what questions I ought to ask you."
"That is fair", said our host. "If you ask me ques-
tions, I will try to answer them."

Greatly puzzled, I thought for some time and at
length said: "The question which occurs to me is so
general that I almost shrink from putting it. For
several weeks we have watched you at work and
have seen what the British administration is doing
in India. It is giving the people a justice more effec-
tive and purer than any they have known in the past.
It is combating plague and famine. It is teaching
them new methods of agriculture and protecting the
ryot from usury. In villages and towns it is intro-
ducing sanitary methods. In the schools it is giving
them genuine knowledge. Throughout the country
it is keeping the peace. Now the question I have to
ask is this: Are these and the other benefits which
our rule confers the ultimate end which it has in
view? Or is it looking to something beyond these
things, to enabling the people to provide these
benefits for themselves?" After pausing for some
time the commissioner replied: "Your question is a
fair one; but I have to confess that I am not pre-
pared with an answer. I will give you an answer,
but we must postpone further discussion until I am
able to give it."

The subject was not referred to again till late that
evening when we sat round the camp-fire. The com-
missioner then returned to it. "I have been thinking